
William Vernon Koontz
May 28, 1949 - September 2, 2025

William Vernon Koontz, age 76, passed away peacefully in Spokane, WA, on
September 2nd, 2025. 

 

Bill, as he was known, was born in Pocatello, ID, on May 28th, 1949, to
Robert and Marion Koontz. He left High school in the 11th grade and entered
the Navy in 1968, where he spent 4 years serving his country. After leaving
the Navy, he went on to become a truck driver, where he worked with a few
companies prior to becoming an Owner/ Operator of his own truck. In 2013,
after over 40 years of driving truck, he went on to work for a few years with the
Cheney School District. After retiring, he took on the full-time role of Papa and
cared for multiple grandchildren so his children could work. 

 

Bill had great integrity, was always hardworking, and was known for his
stubbornness. He was stone wrapped around velvet. He met the love of his
life Anita, in 1985, and they were able to spend 40 wonderful years together.
His greatest accomplishment in life was his family. He spent many summers
fishing, camping, and shooting with his 3 sons at their cabin in Priest River, ID.
He took pride in raising his boys to become men, and took his role as their
Father seriously. Bill believed in tough-love and respect, though when it came
to his grand-daughters he was happy to play whatever they wanted and get
bossed around. He held great love and pride in his family. 

 



Bill was preceded in death by his parents, Robert and Marion, his step-father
Glenn, and his older brother Bob. 

 

Bill is survived by his wife, Anita Koontz; his 3 sons (and their wives), Ben
(Calli), Mike (Shannon), and Jason; his 6 grandchildren, Tatum, Taleia,
Beckum, Aria, Andre, and Avary; his 3 sisters, Nancy, Lorinda, Michelle; and
many nieces and nephews. 

 

Bill “The Wild Oak”, will be truly missed by those who knew and loved him.
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Claudia Iaukea - September 08, 2025 at 06:17 PM

I'll never forget my boy getting up first thing in the morning to go
have peaches out of the can with Papa. I always admired Bills
advice, very calm and easy going guy. Bill was a patient man, Andre
absolutely adored Bill and always will. Bill was also an amazing
cook my favorite he made was his Guido soup, mmmmm to die for
....I know Mrs. Calling Koonts has that recipe directly from Bill
personally. He will dearly missed, never forgotten. R.I.P Mr Bill we
love you 

Angel - September 08, 2025 at 03:10 PM

Holidays won't be the same without you Bill! Shooting the crap while
having a beer during Christmas, thanksgiving and all birthday
cheers. So happy we got to spend that one 4th of July cabin
camping trip together. Most importantly you hanging out with and
giving your love to my Phoenny girl when you would watch your
grandbabies. SUCH A GOOD OL MAN, LOVE YA BUDDY. Rest in
Peace


