Walter J Mayer, Lt. Col. USAF
Retired

January 22, 1921 - October 24, 2012

Another of America's Greatest Generation warriors took his last flight on
October 24th at Four lakes, WA and finally got to touch the face of God.
Walter was born in Uniontown, Washington, to John V. and Cecilia Mayer at
the family farm on January 22, 1921. He attended schools there and
graduated in 1939. He completed one year of college at the University of
California at Berkeley before joining the Army Air Corps in 1941 and became
a pilot, where he used those skills to fly B-17s during WW" for the 8th Air
Force, 303rd Bomb Group. He attests to the battle worthiness of the Flying
Fortress as the finest aircraft ever built. Two Distinguished Flying Crosses and
numerous other air medals were awarded to him for his service. While in the
Air Force, he also served in the Korean War and the Vietnam War. He married
Beverly Swanbeck of Clarkston in 1947 and together they traveled the world
and raised four daughters. In 1963, he was stationed at Fairchild Air Force
Base and retired in 1966 after serving for 25 years. The family moved to the
Four Lakes area and then he worked at Fairchild in Civil Service for 12 years-
he loved being around those airplanes! The next chapter of his life included
traveling, real estate investments, a wholesale car and RV business and being
a partner in an RV park in Arizona. He was always on the go, and lived a
wonderful, long life! Walt also belonged to the Medical Lake Lions Club and
St. Anne's Parish for many years. His wife of 50 years passed away in 1997
and he has lived in the Spokane and Cheney area since that time. Survivors
include his four daughters, Kathy Johnson-Glaesemann (Fred) of Cheney,



Kristy Park (David) of Chewelah, Wendy Perry (Alan) of Medical Lake, and
Amy Kirsch (Ken) of Chewelah, eight grandchildren and nine great-
grandchildren. A Rosary will be held on Sunday, Oct. 28th at 7:00 p.m. at St.
Anne's Catholic Church in Medical Lake and the Mass of Christian Burial will
be on Monday, October 29th at 11:00 a.m. A luncheon will follow in the parish
hall and internment will be at Holy Cross Cemetery in Spokane at 2:00 p.m.
Memorial donations in Walt's name can be made to the 303rd Bomb Group
Association, c/o Kathy Johnson-Glaesemann, 15215 W. 3rd Addition Rd.,
Cheney, WA 99004 or to Hospice of Spokane. Cheney Funeral Home is
entrusted with arrangements. "On wings of eagles, with Angel Guides;
Through Heaven's gates, may you arrive."



Tribute Wall

Ya learn soemthnig new everyday. It's true | guess!

Mccade - November 13, 2012 at 10:36 AM

To the family of Walter J. Mayer,

When | was working at the YWCA with Amy Kirsch, | had the
privilege of meeting Walter several times. What a unique and
wonderful man he was, determined as he was in the service, to
keep on living as long as he could. Such a vibrant personality -
loved knowing him and Amy as well!

May happy memories be with you as you say goodbye...

Sheri Barnard - October 27, 2012 at 03:39 PM



