
Sally Ann Helmer
September 2, 1932 - June 7, 2015

HELMER, Sally Ann (Age 82) Passed away June 7, 2015 in Spokane
Washington. She was born September 2, 1932 in Spokane Washington to
Paul and Leora (Saylor) Helmer and was a graduate of Rosalia High School
class of 1950. She went on to Washington State College where she graduated
with Honors with a B.A. in Education. She later returned in 1958 and obtained
her Masters of Education. She was President of Alpha Gamma Delta Sorority,
Vice President of Panhellenic (governing board of sororities) member of Pi
Lambda Theta (women's' educational honorary) member of Spurs (women's
service honorary) and selected as one of 25 outstanding seniors from
Washington State graduating class of 1954. She was also a member of Fish
Fans, a synchronized swimming group. She taught 5th grade at Green Park
Elementary in Walla Walla. Later moving to the Longview School where she
was an Elementary Consultant. She assumed her duties as Director of
Curriculum in 1978. She was a 33 year veteran of the Longview School
District. She received a professional service award granted special recognition
as an Outstanding Educator in the State of Washington. Dr. Grant
Hendrickson, Superintendent expressed that in all his years - no one has
exceeded her in terms of their contributions towards improvement in
instruction. "The admiration and respect that the Longview teachers have for
Sally's expertise and professionalism is without equal." "Aunt Sal's" special
people were her nephews and niece. She enjoyed and spoiled them and their
children. She loved Priest Lake, swimming, water skiing and driving the speed



boat. The minute her vacation began, that is where she headed. She would
also vacation with her girl friends. She returned to Rosalia for several years
before moving to Spokane. She had a wonderful quirky personality and even
at the end, joked with the doctors. and nurses, who all wanted to care for her.
She was comfortable at Hospice House South and had a peaceful passing.
She is survived by her brother, Kent (Donna) Spokane; nephews: Patrick
(Janet) Clinton, Utah; Kelly (Christi) Spokane Valley, Kipp of Spokane and
niece, Kristin Sacapano (Edmund) Spokane Valley. She was preceded in
death by her parents, Pat and Orie Helmer and great nephew Jason Helmer.
Memorials may be made in Sally's name to Hospice of Spokane or to any
charity of your choice . A Memorial Service will be held Saturday, June 13,
11:00 a.m. at the Rosalia United Methodist Church. Cheney Funeral Chapel in
charge of arrangements.
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Jane Hadley Compton - July 28, 2015 at 12:06 AM

I am so saddened about Sally's death. What a marvel of a woman.
She brought so much fun and joy to our childhoods. Many, many
laughs and wonderful memories. One of my favorites was when
she'd take us to the roller coaster skateboard track. And Priest Lake
was the best! Thinking of all of you! With sympathy, Jane

Karl Hadley - July 27, 2015 at 03:41 PM

Sally was my neighbor during childhood. She had a personality like
Carol Burnett and gave unconditional love and support to the
children of my family. I was fortunate enough to spend a few
summers with her family in Priest Lake and continue the tradition
today with my own family. She made a powerful and positive impact
on my life. My sympathy to her extended family.


