Ralph Walter Sunwold

January 6, 1946 - July 23, 2022

This, is offered in loving memory of Ralph Walter Sunwold who returned to his
Lord Jesus Christ on July 23, 2022, at age 76.

Ralph was a loving husband, dad, granddad, and great-grandpa to the family
he always cherished. Some of his life-long pals called him "Sunny" which
perfectly described his approach to the challenges of life.

Ralph was born Jan. 6, 1946, to Albert and Christine Miller Sunwold (both
deceased) of Fairfield, Wash. He was the youngest of three children and was
predeceased by his brother, Lloyd, and sister, Dorothy.

The work ethic and love of the farm were instilled in Ralph's life early on.
While a student at Liberty High School, he did farm work for friend and
mentor, Ralph Riefenberger.

After high school graduation in 1964, he enlisted in the Coast Guard and
received his dream assignment, playing trumpet in the Coast Guard Exhibition
Marching Band. After an honorable discharge, Ralph completed his degree in
Industrial Art Education.

With his new bride, Christine Choate, he moved to Worley, Idaho, and taught
mechanical and building skills in the Worley School District.



The job his heart yearned for, farming, opened in Reardan/ Davenport area
working for Hal Johnson. Ralph, Christine, and their two children, Kristi and
Scott worked side-by-side at numerous farm activities. Ralph recalled with
pride watching his children grow shouldering responsibilities in animal care,
field work, and even combine driving.

Eventually, Ralph returned to the "city" hiring on with Goebel Construction
Company where he had a hand in remodeling and building much of downtown
Spokane.

Upon retirement Ralph and Christine returned to Spangle, Wash. Shortly,
Ralph was back of the farm helping the Cornmesser family part-time.

Completing his career accomplishments notably, Ralph served as Mayor of
the Town of Spangle. He and his council worked to bring about many
improvements to the town he loved.

During his time in office, he lost his dear Christine to cancer. His devotion to
Chris and her needs didn't go unnoticed. Ralph was in every way giving and
selfless.

Even during his twelve-year battle with Parkinson's disease, he optimistically
looked forward to the next high adventure with friends and family; prairie dog
hunting and gun shows with Scott and friends trips to the Kettle Falls cabin,
huckleberrying, or playing corn hole with the Henry's.

Ralph and Carol shared the last five years at their Suncrest, Wash. home.
Remarried and retired, they RV'd, gardened, enjoyed Ralph's shop and
sharing projects and "toys" with Scott, and watched the deer amble through
their yard.



Special thanks must be made to our wonderful neighbors in Suncrest who
were always ready to help when help was needed and to Kathleen Henry who
spent many hours lovingly encouraging and caring for Ralph.

Ralph is survived by his loving wife, Carol, sons; Scott (Kristine) Sunwold,
Martin (Hima) Binder, daughters; Kristi(Bart) Blauert, Chanda(Timothy) Lowe,
Kathleen(Julie) Henry, grandchildren; Riley Blauert and Kaitlyn (KyleWebster),
Kellen Baird and Sydney Sunwold, Brysen, Ele, Will and Sadie Henry, great-
grandchildren; Blake and Averie Webster.

Ralph's memorial service will be held at St John's Lutheran Church, on August
11 at 11:00 am. Location: 5810 S Meadowlane Rd, Spokane, WA 99224.

Memorials may be sent to Spangle Food Bank % Peggy Mangis - P.O. Box
147 Spangle, WA 99031.

St John's Lutheran Church - 5810 S Meadowlane Rd., Spokane, WA 99224.

Spangle Community Church - P.O. Box 239, Spangle, WA 99031.
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