Ethyl Helen VandeBerg

March 26, 1914 - September 7, 2016

Ethyl Helen (Walker) VandeBerg was born March 26, 1914, to Bert and Louise
Walker in Owen, Wisconsin. She joined a three-year-old sister, Violet, at the
farm. She passed away, at home, on September 7, 2016 at the age of 102.
Ethyl attended a rural, eight grade school and graduated from a small high
school in Granton, Wisconson. From the age of eight, when she spent three
weeks in the hospital recovering from surgery for a ruptured appendix, she
wanted to be a nurse. However, 1932 was depression time, and the easiest
thing to do was to go the County Normal School for a year and teach in the
rural schools of the county. At the age of nineteen, she began teaching fifty
children in eight grades about twenty miles from home. She often said that
she learned more that first year than the children did. After nine years of
teaching in rural schools, she married Loyd VandeBerg and went with him to
Chicago, where he taught sailors at Navy Pier how to weld. During WWII,
Ethyl worked as a file clerk and switchboard operator at a factory until Loyd
entered the Air Force, and she was able to follow him to air bases in Texas
and Louisiana. After the war, they both attended classes at Stout State
University in Menomonie, Wisconsin. In 1947 Loyd accepted a position at
EWU (then Eastern Washington State College) and they moved to Cheney.
Ethyl completed her degree at Eastern and taught at Plaza, Washington for
two years. During the next few years, Ethyl taught home economics at
Eastern and kindergarten at the campus school. She also earned a Master’s
of Education Degree from the University of Missouri. She taught kindergarten



at Sprague, Washington until 1958 when her daughter, Janie, was adopted.
She returned to kindergarten teaching in 1968, first at Betz and then at
Salnave in Cheney, and retired in 1980. Athough Loyd remained a big part of
her life, Ethyl and Loyd divorced in 1981. She continued to watch over him
until his death in 2001. Ethyl was a 50+ year member of the Cheney United
Methodist Church and was consistently active in the church; serving on
various committees, participating at every conceivable event and ‘retiring’
from volunteer service in the church office at the age of 97. She was a also
50+ year member of the P.E.O. Sisterhood, first of Chapter AJ, then with
chapters GA and 1Q. In addition, a 50+ year member of the Order of Eastern
Star, Martha Chapter, serving as Worthy Matron in 1970 and appointed to the
state office of Grand Ruth in 1975. Throughout her life, Ethyl had many “grand
adventures” including driving half-way across the U.S. when she was 87 and
trips with her daughter to Europe & throughout the U.S. During the last few
years of her life, she enjoyed knitting afghans for the church bazaar, playing
with her “grand-puppy”, Maggie and listening to audio books & playing
solitaire & angry birds on her Ipad. She will be greatly missed by her friends
and family. She was preceded in death by her former husband, Loyd
VandeBerg, her parents and two sisters. She is survived by daughters, Janie
VandeBerg and Becky Reilly, her “grand-puppy”, Maggie, as well as many
nieces, nephews, great nieces/nephews, great-great nieces/nephews, etc. A
memorial service will be held at the United Methodist Church of Cheney at
10:00 a.m., Saturday, September 24th, 2016. Memorial contributions may be
made to the United Methodist Church of Cheney.



Tribute Wall

Please accept the condolences of the Neillsville, Wisconsin
VandeBerg family on the passing of Aunt Ethyl. I'll send you some
historical family photos when | get them sorted...

Craig VandeBerg - October 21, 2016 at 01:31 AM

I will not be able to attend the funeral for Ethel VandeBerg, but |
want to tell you how much she meant to me. | was a second grade
student of hers in Plaza, Washington. She was my beloved teacher
and when it was the last day of school, | got on the school bus.
Then | told the bus driver | forgot something in my classroom. He
waited for me as | ran in to give Mrs. VandeBerg a last hug. |
believe she is the reason | am an education professor to this day. |
will never forget her. Teachers have a major impact on many
people's lives as she did mine.

Deanna Peterschick Gilmore, Ph.D. - September 19, 2016 at 09:22 PM

I have very fond memories of my school days at Salnave
Elementary and of having such a wonderful and caring kindergarten
teacher.

| still remember a poem she taught us that comes to mind most
winters: The fence posts wear marshmallow caps on a snowy day.
The bushes in their nightgowns are kneeling down to pray. And all
the trees have silver skirts and want to dance away.

I am so pleased to read that she had the full and rich life she clearly
earned and deserved. As well as a loving family to share
adventures with and to comfort her in her final years.

Shannon

Shannon - September 19, 2016 at 02:48 PM



My heart goes out to you all.

Lisa Tharp - September 16, 2016 at 11:16 PM

God bless ,my friend

robert e donahue - September 16, 2016 at 10:25 PM
Janie and Becky, There are never enough words to say when we
lose our Mothers. I'm so sorry.

sue baker - September 16, 2016 at 07:26 PM
Dearest Janie and Becky, Your mother was such a wonderful
woman. Much like love and hugs. Lynn Spendley

Lynn (Nagahiro) Spendley - September 15, 2016 at 11:07 PM
Dear Janie, Please accept the sincere condolences from the
Galloway family. Rosanne and Sharon grew up knowing your mom

and dad at church and in the Eastern Star. What a lovely lady

Ken, Rosanne, Sharon - September 15, 2016 at 11:00 PM



