Galen Marie Rhoades
June 13, 1942 - September 21, 2019

Galen “Peeps” (Reagan) Rhoades (77) passed away early on September 21, 2019 and is
now at peace in heaven. She was born on June 13, 1942 in Seattle, WA to loving parents
Bob and Nedra (Galbreath) Reagan. She grew up on a ranch in Cut Bank, Montana, and
attended school in Cut Bank and later Kinman Business University. She was a member of
the LDS church and an enrolled member of the Blackfeet Tribe of Montana.
Galen met Donald “Dusty” Rhoades in Spokane, and they were married shortly thereafter
on December 30, 1960. They enjoyed a happy marriage of nearly 59 years, which
included the birth of four children: Shawn, Rickey, Michael, and Tammy. Peeps and Dusty
lived in various places throughout Washington and Montana, eventually settling in the
community of Spangle. Peeps raised four children and worked over twenty years
preparing taxes, which she enjoyed. She was involved in the Spangle area and the
Cheney American Legion Auxiliary, and was proud of her veteran father, husband, sons,
and grandson.
Those close to her knew her affectionately as Peeps, Mom, or Grandma. She was a
beautiful woman, full of grace and class, and abundant with her love and generosity.
Peeps was an amazingly talented cook and was applauded for her many signature dishes.
She made sure nobody ever left an event hungry. A master of details, she would always
remember the favorites of those in her life, leaving her loved ones feeling special and
remembered. She was fond of playing cribbage, poker, and Blew It!. She loved horse
racing and football. Peeps had the best laugh that transformed her face with joy. Her hugs
- combined with lipstick kisses on the cheek – left all in her life feeling deeply loved. She
loved her children, and adored her grandchildren and great-grandchildren. She was the
strong, loving, stubborn matriarch of the family, and will be abundantly missed.
Galen was preceded in death by her parents, her mother-in-law and friend, Josephine
Dickinson, and spoiled cat, Angel. She leaves a loving legacy with her family: husband
Donald Rhoades; siblings Rick Reagan and Rosemary Reagan; children Shawn Slater,
Ricky Rhoades (Margie), Michael Rhoades, and Tammy Hinson (Joseph); grandchildren
Jessica (Hinson) Spracklen (John), Joseph Hinson (Chrisann), Megan Rhoades, Tyler
Rhoades, Walter Slater III, Rosalyn Slater, Olivia Slater, and Vivien Rhoades; greatgrandchildren Johnny Spracklen, Joseph Hinson, and Emilia Hinson; and numerous in-

laws, nieces, nephews, cousins, family, and friends.
A funeral service will be held Saturday, September 28th at 10:am at Cheney Funeral
Chapel,1632 W 1st St Cheney, WA 99004, followed by a graveside service at Spangle
Cemetery. After the burial, there will be a Memorial Reception at the Spangle Service
Club,165 N Main St Spangle, WA 99031. Food will be served at 1:30 pm.
In lieu of flowers, please make memorial donations to Cheney American Legion Post 72 in
memory of Galen “Peeps” Rhoades.

Comments

“

Peeps has been a part of our lives since we were young children. She gave us a lot
of support and love throughout our formative years. Her and my Mom would play
cards a lot and that is where I learned to play Canasta. I remember one Easter
Peeps and Mom brought us all home ducks. They were so fun. We set up a little
swimming pool for them. There are so many memories like this and of picnics and
Peep's wonderful food. We are so blessed to have had her and the whole family in
our lives. We will miss her but will continue to share the blessings we have with the
Donny and the rest of the family. Linda

Linda Penning - September 25, 2019 at 08:03 PM

“

We used to be on the cribbage league she was such a sweet ladieand a blessing to
all who knew her. Her laugh was so infectious I used to find out jokes just to make
her laugh .my condolences to all of Peeps family and in fact to all also,she will be be
missed

John Herring - September 24, 2019 at 07:20 PM

